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TOWN OF ROSENDALE
TOWN BOARD MEETING
SEPTEMBER 9, 2026

Supervisor Walsh opened the meeting at 6:00 PM followed by the pledge of allegiance. A moment of silence was observed for 9/11 on the 25th Anniversary.

Present: 			Supervisor 			Jeanne L. Walsh
Councilmember		Robert Fade
Councilmember		Marc Cassidy 
				Councilmember 		Carrie Wykoff
Councilmember 		Ashley Sweeney

Also Present – Jill La Fera; Assistant to the Supervisor and Joseph La Fera; RMC Building Manager. 

Public Comments/Community Events – Claudia Joseph asked why the landscaper was chosen at Veteran’s Park. Supervisor Walsh said he offered to do the work there for free and upkeep and the Town Board agreed to let the landscaper put a sign there. Claudia expressed her concerns to the Town Board. 

The Town Clerk said it was nice to see the Rosendale Police Officers following the school buses through town.

Committee Reports
Youth (Councilmember Sweeney):
The first day of school was very busy for the after-school program.
Next meeting is Monday September 14th at 7:00 PM.

Recreation (Councilmember Sweeney):
Benny and Barbara donated 2 trees, and they were planted near the ball field. 
There are several free public programs coming in the Fall.  Swing dance, 2 game nights, tailgate garden swap and a book exchange. 

Food Pantry (Councilmember Sweeney):
They need toiletries donations. 
Thanksgiving baskets will start soon. 

Elder Assistance (Councilmember Sweeney):
Some of the seniors haven’t wanted to go to the pool because it is too sunny. They are looking into a collection for sunshade. 
Barbara is looking into a program called access network which is newly formed grant funded service that offers resources to people. 
Midge Smith is keeping Barbara informed about what is going on with other senior groups. 

Historian (Councilmember Sweeney):
There was a donation of display cases for the museum and will hopefully be there next week. They were donated by 5th Lake.

Library (Councilmember Sweeney):
There is a new director and has been welcomed by Councilmember Sweeney.

Environmental (Councilmember Wykoff):
The commission is still down 2 members.
The next meeting is September 10th at 6:00 PM.
They are still working on ideas for composting.

Transfer Station (Councilmember Wykoff):
The Highway Department has started some prep work for the new office.
The Supervisor has been in contact with Miller Environmental for the removal of the oil and antifreeze tanks. 
Ron and Roger continue cleaning out the large storage containers.
Permit fee $3,860.00, coupons $260.00 and disposal fees $11,883.20

RMC (Councilmember Wykoff):
Moe’s has signed the lease, and they have been working on things to open.
The safety inspection took place and there are a couple of items that need attention, one has been corrected and the others are being worked on.
Winter activated s have begun booking especially the gym. 
There should be information soon about the bids for the electric in the RMC building.

Economic (Councilmember Wykoff):
There is an application for a member before the board tonight and they still need 3 more members. 

Bookkeeper (Councilmember Wykoff):
Things have started to slow down after the summer hires. 
This is the first-year Taylor 1 has done payroll with the help from Taylor 2.

Police (Councilmember Cassidy):
Chief Schaffrick requested a canvas from Ulster County Personnel to fill a full-time vacancy. Chief has interviews scheduled for September 22 for full-time and part-time officers including Officer Troy Hajba, a recent Police Academy graduate who is working through the FTO program.
Chief Schaffrick was busy submitting grants applications last month. The RPD submitted a proposal for NYS Tech grant for $125,900 to replace and update body cameras, patrol cameras, in-car computers, and vehicle lighting. RPD also submitted a proposal for $14,000 grant to Governor’s Traffic Safety Council, and $12,000 for a High Visibility DWI 
Fall training cycle with the Town of Ulster and City of Kingston Police Departments will begin in September. This includes emergency vehicle operations course, review on felony hot stops, workplace violence and sexual harassment, trauma informed interviews, and a firearms qualifications course.
The Chief will be partnering with Ulster County Crime Victims on a PILOT program for screenings which are the assessment of the lethality of a domestic violence incident. Ulster County Crime Victims, Town of Saugerties Police Department and Rosendale are going to start the program around the end of September or the beginning of October. The training for this program will be paid through a grant through the County. Chief said he is also working with Crime Victims, County Executive’s Office, District Attorney’s office, and Ulster County Probation on sexual abuse cases and sexual assault nurse examination (SANE) protocols, and they are working with HealthAlliance.
As of the end of August 2026:
3,218 calls for service, 198 criminal cases, 82 arrests, 12 personal accidents,
70 property damage accidents and176 medical calls to date. 

Highway (Councilmember Cassidy):
No report from the Highway Department was provided. 

Justice (Councilman Cassidy):
August accounts:
Judge Pape’s fine account has $9,381.00 and bail account $8,600.00
 Judge Ragucci’s fine Account has $9,122.00 and bail Account $3,321.00.
A spot check on both accounts for the months of June, July and August and found no discrepancies. 

Town Clerk (Councilman Cassidy):
In July the Town Clerk collected a total of $11,092 from fees, licenses, and permits; of this total $8,359.00 was for building permits. In August, $15,644.08 were collected, of which $9,922.00 was for building permits.

Fire Department (Councilman Cassidy):
Bloomington- Chief Mike Shabot
Trucks are getting older but have been maintained and are still in good working condition. 
The 2027 Budget is being developed.  The chief reported that he did not anticipate any significant increase.  
They are seeking a grant to replace their air packs, which are 20 years old. Estimated cost is $285,000.00. The department has submitted a grant application for all-terrain vehicles to access the rail trail that passes through their jurisdiction.
Discussions regarding a potential future consolidation with Cottekill FD are on-going but no decision has been made. 

Assessor (Councilmember Cassidy): 
The Assessor successfully negotiated the withdrawal of 7 of the 14 small claims assessment review cases (aka SCARs). For the remaining 7 cases, 2 had no changes to their values and 5 had slight reductions.   The Assessor continued trying to add data to improve the accuracy of the assessed value of homes with building permits.  Lastly, the Assessor and Supervisor are set to discuss the fiscal impact of passage of a local law or resolution that would allow for 100% property exemption for disabled Veterans. 

Planning (Councilmember Fade):
No new business.

ZBA (Councilmember Fade):
They had 2 variance applications that were reviewed.

Building (Councilmember Fade):
There were 32 fees collected for various permits and applications totaling $6,005.00.

Fire Marshal (Councilman Fade):
There were 2 fire inspections, 1 fire re-inspection, 9 short term rental inspections, 7 short term re-inspections, 1 property maintenance and 3 burn permits.

Water/Sewer (Councilmember Fade):
There was no meeting.
Councilmember Fade said Terry took him out on a tour on the water and sewer infrastructure. He said he really enjoyed it.

Motions
Supervisor Walsh made a motion to approve August 12th, 2026, minutes, 2nd by Councilmember Cassidy. ROLL VOTE: 4 YES.

Supervisor Walsh made a motion to approve the donation from Fifth Lake and Altha Wenrer, 2nd by Councilmember Sweeney. ROLL VOTE: 5 YES.

County Legislator Report (Lindsey Grossman)
The Rosendale Police are going to be taking out the lethality assessment. Next year it will be state law for police officers to understand the 11 questions to ask someone that they might suspect to be a victim of domestic violence.
There has been a proposal to require voter referendum before Ulster County which would potentially implement the fair taxes act.
There has been a debate about the Kingston Hotel which is for families struggling with emergency housing. There have been a lot of police calls there and a proposal with the county is to shut it down, but the crisis of a housing shortage.
The Education Committee and Economic Development approved $10,000.00 for SUNY Ulster to go do a feasibility study to have a shared municipal maintenance garage and that would benefit Rosendale, Marbletown and the college. 
The state passed a law earlier this month that allows local municipalities to opt in for 100% disable veterans for a 100% property tax exemption.

Supervisor report: READ.

Appointments
Supervisor Walsh made a motion to appoint Tony Sedgman as volunteer swing dance instructor for classes September 22 & 29, 2026, 2nd by Councilmember Sweeney. ROL VOTE: 5 YES.

Supervisor Walsh made a motion to approve Troy Hajba at $25.50 effective 8/31/2026 for up to 20 hours per week, 2nd by Councilman Cassidy. ROLL VOTE: 5 YES.

Supervisor Walsh made a motion to appoint Jesse Heffler to the Economic Development Commission with a term expiring 12/31/2029, 2nd by Councilmember Wykoff. ROLL VOTE: 5 YES.

Supervisor Walsh made a motion to pay bills, 2nd by Councilmember Fade. ROLL VOTE: 5 YES.

AUDIT OF BILLS

GENERAL FUND		ABSTRACT 9		VOUCHER #384-402		$13,622.12
HIGHWAY FUND		ABSTRACT 9		VOUCHER 183-189		$1,198.79
WATER FUND			ABSTRACT 9		VOUCHER 131-141		$772.03
SEWERFUND			ABSTRACT 9		VOUCHER #130-140		$2,221.65
SPECIAL LIGHTING		ABSTRACT 9		VOUCHER #56-59		$2,051.76
RMC FUND			ABSTRACT 9		VOUCHER #124-130		$1,085.56

Supervisor Walsh made a motion to adjourn at 7:12 PM, 2nd by Councilmember Sweeney. ROLL VOTE: 5 YES.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mandy Donald
Town Clerk













				



